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Russell; in Senate 30 
T o Maintain the Chamber's 



By JACK BELL 

WAS&LNGTOX tAP) -..Sep. 
Richard Brevard Bussell, D-Ga., 
rounds out 30 years., of Senate 
service Saturday,. ;|Tjfiied to meet 
what he calls a,; .Saw, assault on 
that body's constitutional tradi- i 
lions. ' " fr i' yf; : 

Not, only i.i“ Ahe 65-year-old ] 
bachelor a key,' ^member of tlic. j 
Democratic Policy Committee i 
w hich pfe-§f ; -lpn all bills before J 
they reach the Senate floor, bu< 
he ho.Ias £jg#tal other; influential 
posts. 

He is chairman of the . Senate 
Armed Services Committee, is a 
•r.ernfier of both the TtWropria- 
hons and Space Committees, as 
well as of the Senate-House Atom- 
ic Energy Committee. .This van- 
tage point permits Russell to 
keep a finger on nearly every gov- 
ernment, decision-— including for- 
eign policy, matters involving the 
Pentagon. -v ' 

jt CIA BRIEFINGS' 

§ Russell. is one of the very fa w 
in- 1 Congress who receives brief- 
ings' oir aptivilies of the .Central 
Intelligence Agency. . 

.Toyther-puhiic gr-neially, Russell 
appears"/ to be much more a 
champion of a sectional view than 
of the Constitution. But the Rus- 
sell who . maneuvers behind the 
scenes is . completely a Senate 
man who moves in a broad spec- 
trum cif national /affairs. 


Even many who disagree with] 
Russell— particularly his opinions] 
on segregation— profess adniira- 
tiou lor 'him as a^genttejpp* iq$ 
respect for him -as a tactician. 

Russell is a", quick man at fa» 
mg no if he doesn’t like what’.s 
doing on. Administration leaders 
from.. President Kennedy on down 
have learned that. 

FAVORED ATfACK 

When congressional leaders re- 
ceived a briefing from President 
Kennedy prior to liis announce- 
ment of quarantine action against 
Cuba, Russell vigorously urged a 
more drastic- course. He asserted 
that while the quarantine plan 
might get -the offensive missiles 
out of Cuba, the only way fq top- 
ple Fidel Castro w r aj. for the’ U.S. 
to strike in force. . 

The senator told .the, Preside nl: 
"I think we should go in there 


and clean them put,” 

;At that point, Secretary of State 
Rusk protested, that President 
Tl^ip^yhjc^ld/ nut f order what 
; Ri«K golfed a ‘'sneak attack” 
t.qch .as (die Japanese? made on 
Pearl "harbor. ’ . 

The senator countered by say- 
ing that Kennedy had .put. Castro' 
on notice in two speeches that, 
the United States would act to 
prevent any aggressive ' buildup. 
'A^o, he pointed 'to ' a .resolution 
Kennedy had. sighed which, gave 
the President congressional bak- 
ing oh an^ .adtibbi hd felf ’ neces- 
sary in the. crisis. 

BACKED BY FULBRIGHT 

Russell had support- for liis in- 
vasion stand from 'Seriate; Foreign 
Relations Chairman' William Ful- 
brighjt of Ai;katfsag. ^ijcrcuoon . 
, KiSpi^py'tOjtd. the 'group he vis. 
!' gffijg /pH^tgreyisidn in less 1 ban 
1 an hoi® and had 'already sen* a 
. copy of his speech lo British 
1 Prime. Minis ter Macmillan. 

Russell exploded, declaring: 
“Well, if you had told us that re 
fore.J^wouldn't have wasted tsV 
time taising the issue." 

A seasoned veteran of tn^ny 
; filibuster battles, Russell heads 

Southern opponents of civil 'rights 
j measures jj-eady to 'alk, ( td licith 
any proposed rules change. 

] -Bipa-rfeam liberals^, dstiermined 
' to giyd a -'majority the right to 
i shut off debate, “ to 

‘change the rule whiJtE: fe’qiiires 
j that two-thirds of thdp vying ap- 
prove such adfi<4» Fi.'TU ssell’s 
view, f its is j'uirpat the Sen- 
] ale’s claim to fBBngLjfcdfJast- bas- 
tion ot' free 'eSfefefcShh/ion earth. 

As clearly as- %ny> -''-one mar, 

can, i the Georgia senator repre- 

sents the brand rff conservatism 
that , has linked Southern- Demo- 
| crats with Republicans in a co- 
; alilion i that frequently controls 
: Senate action on controversial leg- 
; islation. 

He has become even piore con- 
servative since those early days 
when he backed Franklin Roose- 
velt’s New Deal with votes for 
I social security, the National- Re- : 
covery Act and the Tennessee: 
Valley Authority, ' 


/ , "V"'. /: y , 

^ ■ * c. c.. 


/ 


Approved For Release 2004/12/17 : CIA-RDP75-00149R0007001 40075-1 



